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Principal Perry has served El Capitan for 23

years as a principal, and 9 years as a physical
education teacher. He administered the transi-
tion to a year round school schedule and the
reinstatement of the regular school year
schedule. Doug is also an innovative leader;
he recognized the necessity of technological
improvements as a vital resource for students
and teachers. Mr. Perry has supported various
programs for his students, such as the dis-
trict’s promotion/retention/intervention pro-
grams. Principal Perry has been an instru-
mental and charismatic leader in his commu-
nity, and has earned much respect from his
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Doug Perry for his nomination for the 2001
Educator of the Year Award. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Mr. Perry for
his outstanding service to the community and
wishing him many more years of continued
success.
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Mr. TIERNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today
in honor of the 181st anniversary of Greek
independence that will take place on March
25th. As a member of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Hellenic Issues, I once again join my
colleagues in paying tribute to the Greek na-
tion and its people.

As we all know, ancient Greece was the
fountain of democratic ideals and values for
the rest of the world, and on the day of her
Independence, we are again reminded of our
duty to strive for and defend freedom.

We are also reminded of the debt of grati-
tude we owe to the country upon which our
democratic process is founded, while also rec-
ognizing the strong support modern day
Greece has given us in our battle with terror.
Indeed, the people of Greece and all Greek
Americans have cause to celebrate their
achievements on this day of Independence.

On behalf of the people of the Sixth Con-
gressional district of Massachusetts, I wish to
extend congratulations to the people of
Greece and all people of Greek heritage in the
United States on this important holiday.
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Drew Shapiro, an
eighth grader from Fenton, MI. In June, 2001,
for his charitable Bar Mitzvah project, Drew
chose to create snack kits to be distributed to
homeless veterans in Flint and Ann Arbor,
Michigan as well as Toledo, Ohio.

When the project was finished Mr. Speaker,
he had collected enough donated items and
money to assemble over 600 individual snack
kits containing canned tuna, snack mix, candy,

nuts, raisins and other nutritional food. Some
even contained wool hats and t-shirts. On De-
cember 21, 2001, with the help of the Ann
Arbor Veterans Administration Hospital, Drew
and his family distributed the kits, along with
a note attached to each that read, ‘‘Dear Vet-
eran, Thank you for serving our country.’’

Even though Drew was planning his project
well before the tragic events of September
11th, his hard work and compassion for our
veterans took on special meaning after that
terrible day. The attacks of September 11th
were meant to create fear in every American,
especially our children. Yet, the terrorists who
carried out those evil acts have succeeded in
only strengthening our resolve as Americans.
It is also clear, through Drew’s great example,
that our nations greatest resource, our youth,
is as strong, brave, and as bright as they have
ever been.

Mr. Speaker, this young man exemplifies
the spirit of every American at this time in our
history. He has set a wonderful example that
every American can follow. I ask that my col-
leagues join with me in saluting Drew’s devo-
tion to our country and to its veterans, who
themselves have paid such an incredible price
so that we may continue to live in freedom.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

honor of Mrs. Joyce Yvonne Chase, member
of the Kings County Hospital Community Advi-
sory Board and the NAACP 100 Black
Women, devoted parishioner of the John Wes-
ley United Methodist Church and a dedicated
community leader, in recognition of the nearly
five decades of compassionate and selfless
service she has contributed to her community.

A native of Guyana, Mrs. Chase migrated to
the United States in 1953. She began her ca-
reer as a nurse’s aide at the Jewish Chronic
Disease Hospital, and after five years of de-
voted service, joined the staff of Brooklyn’s
Kings County Hospital. Through continued
education and hard work, while at Kings
County Hospital, Mrs. Chase progressed from
nurse’s aide to licensed practical nurse and
then to Registered Nurse, the position from
which she retired in 1993 after forty years of
enthusiastic, kind-hearted and loving service—
service that made a difference in the lives of
countless individuals and families.

After retiring from her career in nursing in
1993, Mrs. Chase continued to carry out her
commitment to care and service of the less
fortunate as a dedicated volunteer. Since
1993, Mrs. Chase has volunteered as a mem-
ber of the Auxiliary of Kings County Hospital
Center, spearheaded the hospital’s One Hun-
dred and Sixty-fifth Anniversary Celebration,
which raised $126,000 to enable the further
development of the New Bed Tower of Kings
County Hospital, and personally organized a
fundraiser for Rhonda Armstrong, a twelve
year old Guyanan native with a brain tumor.
Mrs. Chase also continues to coordinate an
Annual Thanksgiving Party for the children of
Bedford Stuyvesant, volunteers at the Brook-
lyn’s Children’s Museum, and fulfills her role
as the pillar of her family.

Finally Mr. Speaker, I would like to note that
Mrs. Chase is married to Keith Anderson
Chase, and is the proud mother of two chil-
dren.

A beacon of dignity and compassion and a
pillar of her community and family, in all that
she has done Mrs. Chase has always put oth-
ers first; she has always been giving, always
caring. Her selfless commitment to serving
those in need has touched many lives and
had a tremendously positive affect on her
community. Mrs. Joyce Yvonne Chase is truly
an exemplary citizen worthy of our praise. I
urge my colleagues to join me in honoring her.
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Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today as
a Member of the Hellenic Caucus to recognize
the great nation of Greece and celebrate its
181st anniversary of independence from the
Ottoman Empire.

We all know of ancient Greece as the birth-
place of democratic ideals, from Solon, the
lawmaker who framed Athens’ Constitution; to
Pericles, the leader of that City-State’s demo-
cratic political movement; and the philoso-
phers Socrates and Plato.

However, 181 years ago Greece engineered
a new democratic movement by overthrowing
the Ottoman Empire which had ruled the na-
tion for more than 400 years and declaring
independence.

The war for independence began on March
25, 1821, in the monastery of Hagia Lavra,
Kalavryta.

It was here that Germanos, the bishop of
Paleon Patron, raised the banner of the revo-
lution and blessed the arms of the captains of
the revolting Greeks.

The Greeks’ struggle for freedom inspired
many Americans, who noted the parallels to
our own revolutionary battle just 46 years
prior.

In fact, many Americans left our country to
fight for Greek independence, and the U.S.
Congress also provided financial assistance
for the war effort.

And today, many citizens of Greek de-
scent—including nearly 1,000 in my district,
the 31st District of California—call the United
States their home.

Indeed, with more than 3 million people of
Greek descent living in the United States, our
commitment to this great Hellenic nation has
not diminished.

Indeed, it grows stronger every day.
From our mutual efforts to establish peace-

ful relations in the Balkans to the transfer of
the Olympic Games from Salt Lake City to
Athens, the United States and Greece have
worked hand-in-hand.

It is my hope that this relationship will grow
and prosper as the years continue.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in
commemorating Greek Independence Day and
saluting the people of Greece for their con-
tributions to our own wonderful nation and the
world.
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